
 

Appendix 2 

 

London Assembly (Mayor’s Question Time) – 13 June 2012 

 

Item 5: Questions to the Mayor 

 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Let us move to the next stage and this is the next 2½ hours where 

we will move on to questions to the Mayor, set out on the priority order paper. 

 

Can I just make a quick note, because people have queried this with me; each Group is allocated 

a proportion of the time in the meeting for questions and answers received, and it is for each 

group to decide how they use their time.  Let us then move to the first question, which is in the 

name of Assembly Member Stephen Knight. 

 

1875/2012 – Air Quality During the Olympics - Stephen Knight 

What steps are you taking to improve air quality during the Olympic and Para Olympic Games? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you very much, Stephen.  Interestingly TfL’s 

overall modelling suggests that there will be a small net positive impact of the Olympics on air 

quality because of the various Travel demand management policies that will be put in place.  

Those of course come on top of all the other mitigating measures that we have enacted over the 

last four years.  There is Phase 3, retrofitting large number of homes in London and public 

buildings as well.  Putting in the first taxi age limits, something I think that had been shirked by 

this Authority.  The no idling campaign, the dust suppressants, which I know are widely mocked 

and attacked but I still think are valuable, and of course everything we are doing on walking, 

cycling, clean vehicles and all the rest of it. 

 

I know that Jenny has a question about public information about clean air, and one thing we are 

supporting in addition is the airTEXT system, whereby 10,000 of the most vulnerable people are 

getting text information about pollen, about dust, about the quality of the air at any given 

moment. 

 

Stephen Knight (AM):  Mr Mayor, is it not true though that despite some of these measurers 

London has levels of dangerous nitrogen dioxide pollution as high as Beijing did before the last 

Olympics, and worse than any other European capital city?  We have average particulate 

pollution levels more than twice the World Health Organisation guidance levels, and we are 

experiencing more than twice the number of bad-air days than legally allowed under European 

law. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No, not many of those things are true, no. 

 

Stephen Knight (AM):  So far this year, Mr Mayor, we have experienced already in some parts 

of London over the legal limit of bad-air days.  Isn’t it clear that whatever you are doing it isn’t 

working? 

 



 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No, that is not true, because if you look at what has 

happened to air quality over the last four years on all the key indicators, it has actually improved 

and on PM10s, for instance, which is the one you mentioned, it is down 13% over the last four 

years and they are calculated to go down by another 35% over the next four years.  This 

announcement is not mine, it is not ours, it is done by the London Air Quality network, run by 

King’s College. 

 

Stephen Knight (AM):  The very same network that says that we have the same levels as 

Beijing did. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We have improved levels in all pollutants over the past 

four years.  That is partly as a result of the ambitious measures that we have put in place.  I 

think it would be -- 

 

Stephen Knight (AM):  Mr Mayor, let me ask you about some of those measures, because the 

United Kingdom Government had to give evidence to the European Commission on why it 

should be allowed more time to meet European limits.  Some of the measures which it promised 

to put in place, or rather it promised on behalf of you, Mr Mayor, to put in place are measures 

which are your strategies, clearly have been delayed, have not started or have failed to happen.  

Let me give you some examples: the Low Emission Zone, obviously Phase 3 that was delayed, 

the Cleaner Taxi Fund, which you promised to have in place by the end of 2011, that has not 

yet happened and the Best Practice Guideline on Construction and Demolition that was 

supposed to have been done in November last year, still nothing published.  Why is it that we 

are so far behind in some of the mitigation measures that the United Kingdom Government has 

promised you will put in place? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Since you are taking this combative tone, let me tell you 

that actually the Low Emission Zone is in place and has been in place since the beginning of this 

year. 

 

Stephen Knight (AM):  It is rather late. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Perhaps you have not noted, or perhaps you are not 

observing it, in which case your vehicle will be fined, taken away and crushed.  We have gone 

ahead with age limits for taxis, which is something that, with great respect to my predecessor 

and everybody who cares about this issue, Jenny and others, never did it before.  I took a lot of 

heat for doing that.  We put in age limits for taxis, which is of huge importance.  We are now 

going ahead with a £10 million plan to retrofit up to 1,000 buses in London to reduce their 

emissions.  Already, as some of you may have seen, we have on the street the lowest emitting 

bus in the whole of Europe.  

 

Stephen Knight (AM):  That is helpful, Mr Mayor.  Isn’t it true that your key strategy for 

controlling pollution levels during the Olympics itself, is about asking drivers extremely nicely, 

“Please do not drive into central London”? 

 



 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No.  It is certainly true though, Stephen, that one of the 

traffic demand management strategies obviously, as it was during the Jubilee, is to advise 

drivers on big games days that they had better think again if they want to drive through central 

London.  That is certainly one of the strategies that we have employed and that has been 

successful, but that has to be seen as just part of a huge range of measures we are taking to 

make the air in London cleaner and sweeter and that is what we are doing. 

 

Stephen Knight (AM):  Let’s all hope that the air is cleaner and sweeter, but will you give a 

commitment here, Mr Mayor, to publish smog alerts daily on the GLA website, if indeed the air 

pollution is bad during the Olympics? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think you are really anticipating Jenny’s question, but 

what we do have is a very widespread -- 

 

Stephen Knight (AM):  Yes or no, Mr Mayor, that is all that is needed, just a yes or no. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  The answer is no, but we have -- 

 

Stephen Knight (AM):  That’s fine.  Stop there. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Just so you know, and that is because we already have a 

great deal of information out there in the public domain.  There is information on the King’s 

College website, which for your benefit, Stephen, is www.londonair.org.uk.  It is a website and it 

is also an application that you can get on your gizmo that will give you the information that you 

need.  It is on the BBC website and we are also supporting and encouraging the use of the 

airTEXT service so that Londoners who need to know about the quality of their air, perhaps 

because they are asthmatic, or for whatever reason, do get information in real time and in 

advance.  That information, in the run up to the Olympics, is going to come 48 hours in 

advance, rather than just 24 hours in advance.  They will be promoted particularly in Olympic 

boroughs. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  OK, let us move on to a follow-up to Stephen Knight’s question 

from Assembly Member [Jenny] Jones and then we will bring in your question. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  The Mayor did actually mention earlier about the airTEXT, which is -- 

 

The airTEXT is a system of smog alerts to vulnerable people and, as you say, it is a great idea, 

fully supportive, but you have not done a single publicity campaign about it in the last year.  

You mentioned 10,000 people signed up.  The figure is only 7,000.  Are you going to do some 

publicity campaigns?  What about on the busses and the Tube? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I do not see how we could give it more publicity than we 

are giving it now.  The eyes of London are turned on us.  The figure I had is 10,000, maybe you 

are right about it.  I do not know if it is 7,000 or 10,000.  The one I have is 10,000. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  I am absolutely confident I am right. 

http://www.londonair.org.uk/


 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It is something that I think is valuable for Londoners.  

We have been over this quite a lot now over the last few months.  I hope people do understand 

how seriously we take air quality in London and what steps we are taking to improve it.  I hope 

they also understand that it is not true, as was asserted, alas, during the election campaign, that 

London has the worst air quality in Europe.  It is risible to compare London’s air quality to 

Beijing, as anybody who has been to Beijing can testify. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  Since the smog alerts were launched in 2007, only 7,000 people have 

signed up, but in your Air Quality Strategy you set a target to have 250,000 people by 2015.  If 

we go on at the same rate, you will only come to something like 4.5% of your target by 2015.  

What are you going to do to tell more people about the smog alerts? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We are funding airTEXT, we have been lobbying for it, 

we have been publicising -- 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  If you do not tell people about it they will not know about it. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We have been publicising it. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  Where?  Can you tell me about the publicity campaign, because I missed 

it? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I will be happy to supply you details, Jenny, about the 

publicity funding we have given for airTEXT. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  Thank you very much. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I will make sure that I write to you afterwards. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  Yes.  Can you please also consider putting it on bus and Tube adverts?  

Because I think you need to get to as many people as possible, if you are going to hit your 

target. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It is an arguable point.  I think the salient point for me is 

that on all the key indicators air pollution is coming down.  I am not being complacent about 

this.  I do not want to enrage people because I am not remotely -- 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  Mr Mayor, I only asked you about smog alerts. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  What I think you underestimate is how much I personally 

care about this and how much I want to improve air quality in the city. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  I do under estimate it obviously, because I can see you care.  Thank you. 

 



 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I cycle everywhere.  I cycle every day.  I spend most of 

my time stationed behind buses and other highly polluting vehicles.  I want to see our city with 

the cleanest air in Europe.  Of course I do. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  Thank you very much. 

 

Roger Evans (AM):  I just wanted to point out, really, Boris, that there is another side to this 

argument and all these restrictions which are called for by the Liberal Democrats and the Greens 

are harmful to people running businesses in London at a difficult time.  Certainly my 

constituents, those who run their small businesses or who run charities, were very grateful at the 

delay to the final Low Emission Zone phase, which meant they had to replace their vehicles.  

Cab drivers in Havering, of whom a very considerable number are there, were also very grateful 

that you have not crucified the taxi industry on the altar of clean air, as the Liberal Democrats 

would seem to want you to.  Do you suppose that the Liberal Democrats’ support for these 

policies is one of the reasons why in the Assembly election in Havering they came last and lost 

their deposit? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Roger, as usual you are completely right.  The issue is 

balance.  I want London’s air to be clean.  I want it to be as clean as possible, but sometimes I 

suspect that the motives of those who endlessly say that we have the foulest air in Europe, 

which is absolutely untrue, or say that air quality has not been improving, which again is 

absolutely untrue, I think they are really motivated by a hatred of motor vehicles and a hatred of 

anybody who drives a vehicle with an internal combustion engine, and indeed a general dislike 

and disdain for small businesses.  That is why a balance has to be struck. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  OK, thank you.  Let us go to the next question, and the next 

question is 1548, Mr Mayor, it is about the London Fire and Emergency Planning Authority 

[LFEPA] and it is in the name of Assembly Member  [Navin] Shah. 

 

1548/2012 – Air Quality During the Olympics 

Navin Shah 

Will you guarantee not to close any fire stations over the next four years 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you, Navin.  No, actually, I am not going to make 

any pledge now that would unnecessarily fetter the ability of LFEPA to run its estate in the way 

that delivers the best possible fire cover for London.  That is what I want to see and the 

objective is to make London safe.  To make London safe, and if you look they have been doing 

a great job.  The number of fire callouts is down 52% since 1990 and the number of incidents is 

down by 35%.  I think the last time I looked the number of deaths from fire in London is again 

well, well down.  I think perhaps from memory, I would have to check this, at something 

approaching an all-time low.  That is a great, great tribute to the work of the London Fire 

Brigade, and indeed of LFEPA on which of course you serve so well. 

 

Navin Shah (AM):  Mr Mayor, obviously LFEPA is providing excellent service and obviously 

gratitude to the officers who serve Londoners so well.  Current reports actually suggest that 

possibly there is a proposal for closing eight fire stations, including five in outer London, which 



 

includes Harrow, and three in inner London.  Surely, having given a pledge last time around, 

saying you will not be harming the frontline services of LFEPA, are you now actually taking a 

complete U-turn and saying yes you are prepared to accept a loss of fire stations, currently at 

eight, as we talk. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  In reality, I think I am being completely consistent, 

because what I am saying is that we need to maximise our cavalry to make sure that we continue 

to make London ever safer from fire.  I think that LFEPA has done a good job over the last few 

years.  At the risk of being non-partisan, I think it has done a pretty good job for a long time, 

under chairs of parties.  I think that it is important that it continues its work and makes London 

safe. 

 

Navin Shah (AM):  How can you maximise fire cover and safety by actually reducing fire 

stations by such a large number, and this is something very immanent? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I do not want to prejudge whatever LFEPA may propose 

or may decide to do. 

 

Navin Shah (AM):  Could you also tell us whether you would be reducing the number of fire 

engines over the next years, and if that is the case how many do you see Londoners losing in 

terms of those fire engines across London? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Again, Navin, with great respect to you this is not an 

area where I want to be prescriptive or to get into a detailed defence of individual fire engines in 

individual locations.  I think that what needs to happen is that we need to have a strong 

successful fire brigade, backed by a well-run LFEPA that has an eye to value but also to 

reducing incidents of fire in London. 

 

Navin Shah (AM):  Mr Mayor, I will put it to you that by reducing, by supporting the reduction 

of fire stations and reducing fire appliances you are actually putting the safety of Londoners at 

risk, you are reducing fire cover and this is not what you pledged.  In fact -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think that both things are not true, Navin.  I do not 

think that anything LFEPA would envisage, and I think it would be absolutely abhorrent to any 

member of LFEPA to suggest that they were putting Londoners at risk, I am sure you would 

want to withdraw that.  That is not the spirit in which you serve on that board and I am sure that 

they would not want to do that. 

 

Navin Shah (AM):  No, I definitely do not serve on that premise, but certainly I serve clearly on 

the basis that we want to protect the Londoners from incidents of fire and indeed we want to 

provide the best service.  I do not believe that by reducing the number of appliances or fire 

fighters or closing fire stations you going to achieve that.  That is where you have a 

responsibility and you will be the one who would have to be held responsible, because you are 

the ones who have taken £2 million of LFEPA’s reserves. 

 



 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I understand that and all I can say is that I think that the 

London Fire Brigade [LFB] has done a great job for a very long time now in a programme of 

education about fire, which LFEPA supports, and quite rightly in speedy intervention to stop 

fires that has had a remarkable record of success.  It is a great tribute to them and indeed to the 

work of LFEPA that the deaths by far in London have been coming down steadily and the 

incidents of fire themselves have been coming down steadily.  That is the work that we want to 

progress. 

 

Steve O’Connell (AM):  Mr Mayor, like me, do you not recognise the rather doom-laden 

contribution from Mr Shah, because the fact of the matter is would you agree over the next few 

years under the leadership of the chairmanship of my colleague on my right, LFEPA will be 

investing many millions of pounds, I believe something like £50 million in infrastructure 

improvements and new stations? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Absolutely right.  I know that LFEPA is modernising its 

estate, is using the very latest techniques.  It can be wrong of us now to try to fetter the 

discretion of that body in providing the best possible fire cover for London. 

 

Steve O’Connell (AM):  Indeed, and certainly on behalf of my residents in Purley, they are 

delighted that you will be investing multi-million pounds in restructuring their facilities there.  

They were not recognised, Mr Mayor, in the sort of comments that we have heard earlier. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Absolutely not, and I have absolute confidence that the 

Chairman of LFEPA James [Cleverly AM] is doing all right.  I have taken on board what Navin 

has to say and I will be able to show very, very clearly a programme that will continue to deliver 

improvements in fire safety, without compromising the ability of the fire brigade to get on and 

do their job. 

 

Gareth Bacon (AM):  Mr Mayor, Mr Shah commented that there were reports suggesting that 

eight stations are about to be closed immanently, which is obviously an alarming statement to 

make.  I have not seen any of those reports, despite being a member of the Fire Authority for 

the last two years.  Do you know what authority those reports have been issued by? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I did not want to engage Mr Shah on that.  It is not up 

to me to ask him questions.  He is there to ask me questions, but the question did form in my 

mind, but I assume he has some unimpeachable authority, otherwise he would not have 

dreamed of mentioning it. 

 

Gareth Bacon (AM):  Otherwise it would be unsubstantiated scaremongering, would it not?  

Which would be really, really irresponsible. 

 

Kit Malthouse (AM):  He might be referring to historical closures, like Manchester Square. 

 

Gareth Bacon (AM):  Which was closed by the Labour Party, yes. 

 



 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I see, you mean he might be talking about ones that the 

Labour Party closed.  Could be. 

 

Gareth Bacon (AM):  Mr Mayor, my colleague Steve O’Connell talks about the £57.4 million 

investment programme that the Conservative controlled Fire Authority approved last year for 

the rebuilding of nine fire stations across London.  Are you aware, Mr Mayor, that despite much 

sanctimonious pontificating the Labour Party completely failed to support that budget? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Do you mean to say they failed to support a budget that 

led to the improvement and modernisation of fire services in London? 

 

Gareth Bacon (AM):  Incredible, isn’t it? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  And investment in new premises. 

 

Gareth Bacon (AM):  Yes, shocking, isn’t it? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I do think that is shocking, but perhaps not as surprising 

as you may think.  Things are always different when you are in opposition; that is the tragic 

reality. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Can we move on now, Assembly Member [Andrew] Dismore. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  It seems to me that we are in Orwellian 1984 Big Brother territory.  

One the one had we have sycophancy from the other side over there and on the other side we 

have got Newspeak from the Mayor, who talks about maximising coal when we are facing fire 

cuts.  It just does not make sense to me.  I would like to ask you particularly about Euston Fire 

Station, one of the busiest in London, which is on this list, which is in the Evening Standard 

8 June 2012, for the illumination of Mr Bacon, quoting fire service sources saying that it is one 

of those facing merger.  I would like to ask you categorically, is Euston Fire Station facing 

merger or not?  If it is, why, is it something to do with trying to maximise the value of the land 

with HS2 coming? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I really think that when you talk about fire cuts, 

Mr Dismore, you should be careful in your language.  If you are attacking us, or attacking 

LFEPA for fire cuts -- 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  No, I am attacking you.  I am asking for assurances from you. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am very proud that there have been fire cuts.  There 

have been fire cuts.  There have been continued reductions in fires in London, thanks to the 

work of the Fire Brigade and LFEPA.  I congratulate Brian Coleman [former Chairman of LFEPA] 

in the past.  If it is now the policy of the Labour Party to attack the work of LFEPA and to jump 

up and down about fire cuts, when in fact  -- 

 



 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  I am asking a simple question, is Euston Fire Station under threat or 

not? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  On any sensible construction of the language LFEPA 

have done a very good job. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  Simple question, yes or no, is Euston Fire Station under threat or 

not?  Just tell me, is Euston Fire Station under threat or not?  Simple question. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I do not think Euston Fire Station is -- 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  [Assembly Member Dismore] you are shouting. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I do not mind being shouted at by this chap.  If Euston 

Fire Station is under threat, it is no more under threat than -- was it Manchester Square?  No 

less under threat than Manchester Square was under threat from the Labour Party. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Assembly Member [James] Cleverly. 

 

James Cleverly (AM):  Thank you, Madam Chair.  As amusing as that display was, I am 

conscious that there are a number of Members, including myself, who are new to the Fire 

Authority.  The last couple of interventions seemed to display a fundamental misunderstanding 

of where the executive is.  It seems that a number of Members are suggesting that you are 

planning this or you are planning that and there is a misunderstanding that actually the 

members of the Fire Authority, in their entirety are the executive with regard to decisions made 

about the fire estate and the London Safety Plan.  Would you support me in a call to have all 

Members, both new, and returning Members of the Fire Authority perhaps get together and 

have a training session, so they understand how the Fire Authority works?  Because at the 

moment I am slightly concerned that from the tone of their questioning they have a 

fundamental misunderstanding as to how decisions are made on the Fire Authority. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes.  James, I have great confidence in your leadership 

of the Fire Authority.  I think we are at risk of hearing some intemperate language from Labour 

Members.  I think they need to cool off.  I think a powerful jet of information needs to be 

played over the flames of ignorance and that is what I recommend. 

 

James Cleverly (AM):  Thank you, Mr Mayor. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Assembly Member [Richard] Tracey, who has got a question. 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  Yes, thank you, madam.  Mr Mayor, can I welcome the plan to build a 

new Mitcham Fire Station in my constituency? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Well, yes.  Probably opposed by the Labour Party. 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  It would not surprise me. 



 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  I am sorry, there is a Member who has put in a question.  Let us 

have a little bit of respect. 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  Can I invite you, Mr Mayor -- 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  -- to come and open it when it is completed, as you did with the 

Merton Fire Centre a few months ago? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Which was also my idea, I seem to remember, or should 

have been.  Yes, of course I will go there, and I think, look, what we are talking about is the 

necessity to modernise and improve the estate, to make sure that in tough times we do what 

Londoners would expect us to do and use resources to maximise fire cover, and rather than 

scaremonger, continue to deliver improvements in fire safety in this City, and insofar as we 

deliver fire cuts, it is a great thing. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Thank you.  Now, the next question is in the name of 

Assembly Member O’Connell, and it is question 1534, crime reduction on public transport. 

 

1534/2012 - Crime reduction on public transport 

Steve O’Connell 

Why is crime on London’s transport network at an eight-year low? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you, Steve.  You ask a characteristically excellent 

question: why is crime on London’s transport network at an eight-year low?  I think there are 

many reasons for the success that we are having.  I do not think the alcohol ban has been 

unimportant, I think that did have an impact, but clearly it was important also that we were able 

to manage - and I pay tribute to the work of Kit Malthouse and others - the police budget 

sensibly to get another 414 officers on the network.  We fulfilled my 2008 campaign pledge to 

get an extra 50 BTP on suburban stations.  That was very important, particularly for female 

passengers travelling late at night, absolutely vital that you create a greater sense of security, 

and yes, crime is down on buses by about 34% since 2008. 

 

One very encouraging statistic that I know Members will want to hear, fare evasion on our buses 

is now to a record low of 1.1% and I hope Members will take as much pleasure in that as I do, 

because obviously it is partly a function of the removal of the bendy buses, which were a licence 

to steal from your fellow passengers, and they were absolutely wrong.  But in particular, it is not 

just the police, I also want to pay particular tribute to the bravery and hard work of 

London Underground (LU) staff, who do a wonderful job of running our service and of helping 

to drive down crime. 

 

Stephen O’Connell (AM):  Thank you very much, Mr Mayor.  Yes, on behalf of Londoners, I 

think we need very much to celebrate this fact that crime is down on our transport system.  We 

want people to use that. 

 



 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  The buses, the drivers as well, everybody on the 

transport network. 

 

Stephen O’Connell (AM):  Yes, a big transport system, and I think we want people to use our 

wonderful system, and obviously they will be encouraged to know it is considerably safer.  

Turning to the future though, we need to encourage this trend.  Can you give us some idea 

about what further plans you may have to improve even more-so on your record?  Is there any 

more work in hand that you are undertaking? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, there are initiatives, particularly involving the use of 

closed-circuit television (CCTV) and there is an operation that was successful recently in driving 

down robberies.  As you might have seen in the 2012 manifesto, we have a plan for a courtesy 

card which we will be bringing in shortly, so that we protect the right of young people to have 

free travel in the city that they do not have anywhere else in the country, but they will be asked 

as a condition of carriage to behave respectfully, particularly towards those who find it difficult 

to stand up, and to give up their seats where appropriate to adults.  So we are working to do 

ever more to civilise our transport network, and I think it is a key thing for the Mayoralty to do.  

We run transport in this city.  I want it to be safe.  I am very pleased that it is getting ever safer.  

It is one of the reasons people like living in London, and without being complacent; I want to 

keep making it safer. 

 

Stephen O’Connell (AM):  Picking up on the point on the free travel, many of us would have 

in our postbag in months gone by the question of whether free travel should be granted or not 

granted to young people who are misbehaving, and I think many residents and travellers 

welcomed the initiative to possibly have the sanction of taking away free travel if young people 

clearly are proven not to be behaving. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, and do not forget we instituted the Earn Your 

Travel Back system by which young people had their right of free travel taken away if they 

misbehaved, if they broke the code of conduct, and a huge number of them now, thousands of 

them have now been through a system whereby they do some sort of service in the community 

to get that travel back.  They do not get it back automatically.  They need to earn it back and I 

think that is the right way to go. 

 

Sorry, just the other thing obviously that I think has made bus travel in particular safer is we 

have been able to minimise people’s anxiety about waiting at a bus stop, particularly late at 

night, particularly for female passengers, by the iBus system, so that you know when your bus is 

coming and your mobile, your device tells you when the next bus is coming automatically and 

you can see it in real time. 

 

Stephen O’Connell (AM):  And indeed the countdown service which you are rolling out 

throughout the boroughs gives people comfort to know when the bus is due.  You mentioned 

CCTV and I think that gives a lot of comfort to residents travelling on buses to know that there 

is a sort of scrutiny of the safety conditions.  One thing I would urge, in the past they have had 

some issues around the release of CCTV by bus companies when there is a crime perhaps over 

the weekend.  Sometimes the Metropolitan Police Service has had problems in obtaining the 



 

tapes from the bus companies, and I would urge you to ensure that that is reviewed so that 

there is no delay if there is a demand for videotapes. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes.  Thanks, Steve.  That is one of the things that I 

remember we took up ages ago in the Metropolitan Police Authority (MPA).  I have not had any 

information recently about that being a problem, but if that is, I will certainly take that up again.  

If you have any evidence of particular cases recently where we have not been able to get the 

CCTV fast from the bus companies, then please bring it to me. 

 

Stephen O’Connell (AM):  My last point really, you picked up upon fare evasion.  Again, it is 

good that yourself and the police and TfL are bearing down on fare evasion.  I would just flag 

up, as I normally do, trams.  Trams, which are wonderful, they flow very quickly, people can 

access very quickly, fare evasion is something that has come up in the past on trams, and I know 

that the figures are bearing in the right direction, but again, I would ask you to redouble your 

efforts through TfL to insist fare evasion is even increasingly borne down upon, because that 

will help with keeping the levelling of fares at the level that we want. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, I will look at that.  I think one of the difficult 

decisions I had to take was whether or not to increase the fines for fare evasion, and a lot of 

people said it was unfair because typically these fines would be borne by people who really 

might find it very difficult to pay them, but in the end I thought it was right to do it, because 

fare evaders are effectively taking money from everybody else on the bus or the tram or 

whatever.  I will look at what is happening on the trams, and if there is a significant disparity in 

fare evasion on the trams - and I am sure TfL will have the statistics - we will see what we can 

do to sort it out. 

 

Stephen O’Connell (AM):  If you could.  Thank you, Mr Mayor. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Thank you very much.  Assembly Member  [Joanne] McCartney. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  Mr Mayor, I just want to ask you about robbery on the buses, 

because last year has shown an increase of almost 4.5%, so the trend seems to be going 

upwards, and we also have ten boroughs experiencing huge increases of over 20% in robbery on 

buses.  If I give an example of Haringey, my own constituency, we saw an alarming 87% increase 

in robbery on buses.  Can I ask, why do you think that the cases of robbery on buses are so 

patchy across London? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I agree with you, Joanne, there is a patchiness.  I mean, 

the overall picture is down, but there have been spikes or spikettes in parts of London.  That is 

why we are using this CCTV-led - and we will also use live bodies as well - operation to deal with 

it.  You ask why we are seeing a spike in robbery, and it is something obviously that I have 

brought up many times with the police.  It is hard to say, but it is almost certainly associated 

with the prevalence of high-value electronic devices that are the subject of these robberies or of 

what the thieves want. 

 



 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  So in Haringey, one of the most deprived boroughs, you are saying 

an excess of electronic devices, which is why my constituents are suffering disproportionate 

increases in robbery? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No, I am certainly not saying there is an excess of -- you 

are putting words into my mouth there, Joanne.  What I am saying is that in trying to explain 

the rise in robbery, the police suggest - and I think that they may well be on to something - that 

it is associated with the theft of mobile phones and BlackBerries and other such devices. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  My last question then is last time I asked you about vacancy rates 

in the Safer Transport Teams, and we saw, for example, in Haringey, Hackney, Ealing and 

Southwark there was 30% staffing on those teams.  When can you give us an assurance that 

those vacancies will be filled? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I will make sure that I get back to you with an answer 

about that.  I can’t give you a detailed answer now, Joanne, about those vacancies, nor indeed 

can I confirm that they exist, but I will certainly undertake now to look at what is happening to 

staffing in the Haringey area of the Safer Transport Teams, and if there is a particular spike that 

we need to address and there is a particular problem, then of course we will address it.  But I 

just remind everybody of the point that came up so much, you need transport funding, you 

need a robust TfL financial position to be able to help the BTP to fund the 

Safer Transport Teams, and that is why cuts to the transport budget I think would be very 

unwise. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Thank you.  Then let’s move on to the next question, which is 

question 1810, housing scandal, in the name of Assembly Member [Darren] Johnson. 

 

1810/2012 - Housing Scandals 

Darren Johnson 

Will Homes for London do anything new to tackle the many housing scandals that blight the 

lives of tens of thousands of households? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you.  Darren, we are tackling the scandal of 

underachievement by the previous Labour administration in building new homes, with a record 

number of new, affordable homes over four years, and I am pleased to say that we have 

exceeded the pledge to build 50,000.  We came in at 54,000 over four years, and we are going 

to keep going with that work.  The Homes for London Board, which you ask about, I think has a 

very distinguished range of people on it, and we are determined to step up the work - because 

the challenge is very great, as everybody knows - and build more homes for London. 

 

Darren Johnson (Deputy Chair):  We do have a housing scandal in London with rising 

homelessness, with the Olympics evictions that we are seeing, and particularly the growing 

scandal of beds in sheds.  What are you doing particularly about beds in sheds and people living 

illegally in outbuildings and sheds? 

 



 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes.  You are anticipating a Labour question, but never 

mind, you are perfectly at liberty to take their -- 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Mr Mayor, can you not put another Member’s question on to the 

floor?  We have a question from Assembly Member [Tom] Copley about beds in sheds which we 

can go on to later, so do you want to deal with that question -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am perfectly happy to answer it now if you want. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  No, it is not his question.  It belongs to another Member. 

 

Darren Johnson (Deputy Chair):  But I am asking about the work of Homes for London in 

tackling the housing scandals that blight the capital.  This is one of those housing scandals.  If 

Labour want to come in with additional questions after that, I think they are more than welcome 

to, but I see that as a scandal and I would like an answer from the Mayor from it. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Well, I think you are perfectly entitled to an answer, 

Darren, and I am more than happy to give an answer, but I am looking nervously at Jennette, 

because Jennette will stop me answering someone else’s question. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  No. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  What do you want me to do, Jennette? 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  No, I think that I actually asked you, Mr Mayor, to speak in the 

general, because I think it is unfair when Members put questions and then their questions are 

taken out of turn like that.  So can we just have an answer and then you can go on to a follow-

up question? 

 

Darren Johnson (Deputy Chair):  Right.  Well, as I said, we have got a number of scandals, 

we have got beds in sheds, we have got Olympics evictions that we are seeing, we have got 

rising levels of homelessness.  Tell me what -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  OK, the general answer, Darren -- 

 

Darren Johnson (Deputy Chair):  -- new activity is Homes for London doing to tackle these 

scandals? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  OK, beds in sheds I will come to.  It is a particular 

problem.  I will deal with it when Tom [Copley] asks it.  It is a scandal, but the general answer, 

Darren, is that yes, we have a housing crisis in London.  Of course we have a massive challenge 

to provide enough affordable homes, and that is why Homes for London is there to put all the 

GLA land together that we have at our disposal, to de-risk it for development, to get the 

pension funds to invest, to get as many new homes built as we can possibly over the next four, 

five, six years.  That is the agenda.  London is unlike any other European city in that it has a 

young, growing population who need to live as near as possible to their place of work for all 



 

sorts of reasons, and we have a massive challenge.  I think we have done well over the last 

four years.  People did not suspect we could build 54,000, they did not expect we could build 

50,000, but we built 54,000 and we are going to go on with new standards for those homes, 

new room sizes, with a record number of family homes, a minimum percentage for family homes 

and we are going to tackle the problem.  We are going to increase the private rented sector, we 

are cracking down - as I know Nicky [Gavron] wants to ask later on about private rent and what 

we are doing to address the problems in that sector - we have a plan there greatly to increase 

the number of accredited landlords.  There is a huge body of work that Homes for London is 

engaged on.  That is the general answer. 

 

Darren Johnson (Deputy Chair):  Yes, you have listed a huge list of problems there.  I think 

we have some real problems in the private rented sector.  We have, as I am not allowed to talk 

about, the scandal of beds in sheds.  We have got rising rental rates.  It is not just about 

building new homes.  That is obviously a key part of the solution, but we also need to ensure 

that the homes that people have already are actually fit to live in and we need to tackle the 

problems of rogue landlords, we need to tackle this wholly unsuitable accommodation that we 

are seeing, and we are not seeing that lead from you.  Just tell us how you are actually tackling 

it. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Again, I think you are wrong in the sense that we have 

been using the Decent Homes money to improve homes across the City, and we have built a 

record number of new homes.  That is the single-most important thing that we can do, and I 

think that if this Assembly, or rather the Opposition bit of this Assembly - which is virtually all of 

it, apart from the wonderful Conservative group - had an ounce of fairness or intellectual rigour, 

they would applaud the work of the housing officials in the GLA, everybody who has been 

involved in keeping construction in London moving during a very tough time, and they would 

pay tribute to the work of Rick Blakeway [Deputy Mayor for Housing, Land and Property], 

David Lunts [Executive Director Housing and Regeneration, GLA] and everybody else. 

 

Darren Johnson (Deputy Chair):  We obviously need to build more affordable homes, but 

this is a fairly narrow interpretation of your very large and expansive housing responsibility, 

strategy responsibilities across London.  In transport, you do not just talk about building new 

Tube stations or whatever.  You are responsible for tackling some of the key problems that face 

Londoners on a day-to-day basis.  You should be doing the same for housing.  We are not 

seeing you taking that lead, that strategic lead on housing.  Reassure Londoners now what you 

are actually doing to tackle these scandals. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Am I allowed to talk about what I am doing in beds in 

sheds?  I mean, we are not only improving homes across London through the Decent Homes 

programme, as you know, because we have discussed this many times, Darren [Johnson], we 

have a very ambitious programme of retrofitting to improve the insulation in people’s homes, we 

are doing 55,000 homes across London.  That will not only reduce the emissions that we have 

talked about, the CO2 and nitrous oxide that homes emit, it will also save people on their fuel 

bills.  We have shown a path.  We will lead that.  How many homes were retrofitted under the 

last administration?  I think about 1,000, if that.  We have a very, very aggressive campaign and 



 

we are going to do it.  The key thing, with great respect to you and to your point, is to build 

more homes.  That is the number one priority. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  OK, Mr Mayor, bear with me, because the Labour group do not 

want to have their questions taken out of order, so the next question -- 

 

Len Duvall (AM):  Excuse me, Chair.  We did want to take them, but we wanted to take them 

in the sequence that they were there on the order paper, so if you are going to say that, say the 

real reason of why we disagree to move them up on the agenda. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  No, listen, we are doing housing and the way that it would flow 

would be if we could take the -- because beds in sheds have been referred to -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We cannot speak about beds in sheds. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  -- rough sleeping and accreditation.  I just want a good flow so that 

people can be informed about this subject, so if I can just ask the Labour group, there are three 

questions from your group, rough sleeping, beds in sheds, accreditation.  Is that the order you 

want it in?  OK, so the next question then is 1549 on rough sleeping, still in the list, and that is 

from Nicky Gavron and, Roger [Evans], can you come in after Nicky’s question, because we are 

still on housing. 

 

Roger Evans (AM):  All right.  It is a supplementary on the question that was asked, Chair, not 

a question which has intruded on the debate since that moment. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  OK, sorry.  What I am trying to do is just get a group in, so if you 

can just hold, Nicky, and can we have your supplementary then? 

 

Roger Evans (AM):  Oh right, thank you, Chair. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  OK, and we will get some order. 

 

Roger Evans (AM):  Yes, I wanted to talk about a housing scandal in Redbridge - not beds in 

sheds, which we are not allowed to mention - but squatting, which has been a big problem for 

residents, particularly in Ilford.  It hangs over people, it is difficult to keep people out of your 

house while you are away, it is even harder to get them out when you come back and find them 

there.  What can you do and the Housing Unit here do to discourage squatting and to help 

make it easier for people to get their homes back and to stamp out this scourge on my 

residents? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think squatting is outrageous myself, and we have 

made representations to Government to make it easier for these people to be evicted.  I think 

they are a blight and a curse. 

 

Do you want me to move to  the question about rough sleeping? 

 



 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Yes. 

 

1549/2012 - Rough Sleeping 

Nicky Gavron 

Why is rough sleeping increasing? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Nicky [Gavron], thank you very much.  You ask why 

rough sleeping is increasing, and there seem to be roughly three answers at the moment: the 

broad economic conditions; an increase in arrivals from Eastern Europe I am told is a factor and 

the anxiety that rough sleepers are not getting good advice or prompt advice from boroughs, 

but what we are doing to deal with the situation is the No Second Night Out scheme, and that is 

the purpose of the project.  It is working pretty well and almost 80% of rough sleepers now 

spend only one night on the streets, and if we can look at March/April this year, there were 667 

new rough sleepers, only 19 went on to spend more than 3 weeks sleeping rough.  Obviously 

that is an unacceptable figure, but the No Second Night Out scheme is working well and 

obviously we mean to step it up. 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  Yes.  Well, thank you for that and for telling us about those initiatives.  

In April, you said that the Government had rewarded you for the work you had been doing with 

£34 million which you were going to spend every penny on using -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  £33.8 million. 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  -- £33.8 million getting people off the street, and between December’s 

draft and February’s final budget, £5.3 million from the Government money was cut from the 

budget, was not there, and I wondered if you intended to really spend every penny on helping 

people off the street? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I can certainly say that throughout the 

Comprehensive Spending Review (CSR) period, we are going to spend £33.8 million on tackling 

rough sleeping.  There is £9.5 million allocated to that end this year.  That is an increase on 

£2 million on what was spent last year, and you are going to see exactly how it is going to spent 

set out in the business plan for the Housing and Land Directorate. 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  But if you did not intend to reduce the budget, why did you?  I mean, it 

doesn’t happen with other budget lines.  Why is that £5.3 million not there?  Where is it? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  All I can tell you is that there is £9.5 million allocated for 

rough sleeping services this year, and we are going to spend £33.8 million over the CSR period, 

so I don’t know quite what you mean when you say £5 million is not -- 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  Well, £5.3 million, and you have been written to about it, not just by 

myself, but by most of the voluntary services and charities that deliver rough sleeping, so you 

cannot be ignorant of that fact. 

 



 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am not certain that it is a fact, Nicky.  I think it may be 

an allegation or an assertion or -- 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  I do not understand why the full amount was in the draft and the 

£5.3 million was missing in the main thing, and to move on, you appear also to have cut not just 

the budget but also the contracts, because they expired in March.  Do you know how many 

contracts have expired for rough sleeping services? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I can’t give you those figures.  What I do know is that 

the No Second Night Out project is working extremely well, and that what we will be 

spending -- 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  But it is increasing, entrenched rough sleeping.  Despite your efforts, No 

Second Night Out, entrenched rough sleeping is increasing, as Darren [Johnson] pointed out 

last month.  But I am really trying to find out where this money is and why the contracts have 

expired. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  OK.  I think I have tried to answer you on the money 

point, Nicky.  I can only give you the information that I have before me, which is that we are 

allocating £9.5 million to tackling rough sleeping this year, to rough sleeping services.  We are 

not a provider of services ourselves.  That cash goes to other contractors, other bodies that deal 

with the problem and over the CSR period, as I said, we are going to be spending £33.8 million. 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  Well, I would like you to come back and explain where the £5.3 million is.  

There are seven expired contracts. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Well, you keep mentioning this £5.3 million. 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  Yes.  It is not in your budget. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Well, no.  That is because my budget is -- 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  Everyone is writing to you asking where it is, and seven expired contracts 

at the moment, and I just cannot believe for someone who is so committed to dealing with 

rough sleeping, or claims to be so committed, that you can be so slack about this. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No. 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  People are very concerned, there are -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think it may be that they are reading scare stories, and 

I am not ignorant of the scare story, and I have seen this allegation made by the Labour Party, 

but what I have not seen -- 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  No, no, no.  No, all the charities have written to you. 

 



 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  -- is the confirmation, because my budget allocates 

£9.5 million to rough sleeping services this year, which is £2 million more than last year, and as I 

said, we are going to be spending £33.8 million on tackling rough sleeping over the CSR period.  

That is a wholehearted commitment to tackling the problem. 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  Mayor, you should go back and look.  You consulted on the 

commissioning framework last August.  You still have not published it.  It was supposed to be 

published by March.  That is what is going to sign off those services.  There is money missing 

and those services have not been signed off.  There are seven expired contracts.  Please look at 

it. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Do not forget that this body - because we set up the 

London Delivery Board - because of the stance we took, because of the activity that we 

engaged in as soon as I became Mayor, did get the funds to deal with this, and we got the 

£34 million or £33.8 million from Government to tackle the problem and I intend to spend that 

money in tackling rough sleeping.  I am not pretending to you, Nicky, nobody listening to this 

answer can conceivably think that I am complacent about this or that I am ignoring the problem.  

I have acknowledged that there is a problem.  It is caused by a variety of factors.  The 

No Second Night Out solution is working well, but we intend to step it up and that is what we 

are doing. 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  Well, you have got a lot of questions to answer if you intend to do that. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Well, ask them. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  The next question -- 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  I just asked them. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  -- 1551. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I have answered your questions. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  The next question is 1551, beds in sheds in the name of Assembly 

Member  [Tom] Copley. 

 

1551/2012 - Beds in Sheds 

Tom Copley 

What action have you taken to tackle the appalling problem of beds in sheds? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Beds in sheds.  Thank you very much, Tom.  You asked 

what action I have taken so far on beds in sheds.  Rick Blakeway, Deputy Mayor for Housing 

and Land, has met Grant Shapps [Minister of State for Housing] already about the problem in 

London.  My officials here in the GLA have already been talking to boroughs affected by the 

problem, and clearly this is primarily for the affected boroughs to solve.  There are rogue 

landlords, as Darren [Johnson] pointed out, who are engaged in a disreputable practice of 



 

encouraging people to sleep in patently unsuitable accommodation.  There is also, by the way, a 

job for LFEPA, and I know that James [Cleverly] is on to this in making sure that the 

Fire Brigade cracks down hard on premises that do not comply with regulations for habitable 

premises.  There is money allocated for dealing with the problem of beds in sheds, but we will 

be working to make sure that the boroughs use that cash to crack down on those rogue 

landlords. 

 

Tom Copley (AM):  You say this is something, a responsibility that primarily lies with the 

boroughs, but given that seven boroughs in London have now received this funding, do you 

accept it is a strategy issue that needs much more involvement from yourself? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think I have given you a flavour of the activity we are 

already engaged in, and there is a national taskforce.  London has, through our efforts, not only 

been leading in that work, but I think I am right in saying that of the cash that has been 

allocated to dealing with the problem nationally, London has got the overwhelming share of it, 

thanks to the lobbying that we have been involved in. 

 

Tom Copley (AM):  But why didn’t you support what would have been a relatively minor 

alteration to the London Plan which would have outlawed beds in sheds? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am not aware of the amendment.  I will be happy to 

look at it.  I think that as it happens, beds in sheds so-called are illegal for the reason I have 

already given, which is very often they will fall foul of fire regulations, and that is why the role 

of LFEPA is important in dealing with it, as well as the role of the boroughs. 

 

Tom Copley (AM):  Could you tell us what you are currently doing and how your housing 

policies at the moment towards the private rented sector are going to deal with this problem? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes.  I mean, there is a question about the private rented 

sector.  Do you want me to answer that one now? 

 

Tom Copley (AM):  No, specifically in relation to beds in sheds and your policies on how to 

solve those problems. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Clearly, what we want to do with the private rented 

sector, there are several problems in the private rented sector.  There is gouging, there is 

unquestionably rents are worrying high now in London.  We are massively increasing the number 

of people, the number of landlords on our accredited landlord scheme.  The way forward, I 

believe, is to have a proper accreditation system for private landlords and we will be having a 

new London Rental Standards system.  We are going forward with that, but in the meantime, we 

have more than doubled the number of accredited landlords, so that is our approach, and we 

want to get up to 100,000 accredited landlords in the short term, but what is also required is a 

new London Rental Standard, and that is what we are moving to. 

 

Tom Copley (AM):  Would you say that the increase of problems of beds in sheds, which is a 

growing problem, I mean, Newham is currently handling 110 cases, Ealing 214 cases, and of 



 

course these are only the reported cases, so that these will be the tip of the iceberg of the 

actual problem, do you think that this growth in beds in sheds is symptomatic of wider problems 

in the private rented sector? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, of course.  Of course it is, Tom, and it is 

symptomatic of a problem we have all been discussing, with the problem that Darren raises, and 

that is the shortage of housing in this capital and the urgent need for us to get on with building 

more homes, and that is what we are engaged in.  It will not only have the merit of creating 

more homes, we will create thousands of new jobs for Londoners by building those homes. 

 

Tom Copley (AM):  If the problem looks like it is getting worse, and if it does, what further 

measures are you going to take to deal with it? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Well, I think I have given the most important measure is 

to solve the root problem, which is the shortage of accommodation, and to build enough 

affordable homes for Londoners and for young Londoners.  I have mentioned the London rental 

standard which I want to see.  That will be basically bring together all the current badges and 

accreditation schemes into a single scheme and people who have beds in sheds, who abuse their 

tenants in that way, who exploit the market and the pressures on the market in that way will be 

found out and they will be held to account through that system. 

 

Tom Copley (AM):  Thank you, Chair. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  OK, we have got a follow-up question on beds in sheds, and it is 

Assembly Member Arbour. 

 

Tony Arbour (AM):  In my constituency, Mr Mayor, the real scandal relating to beds in sheds 

is the illegal use of outbuildings, which are described literally often as sheds, potting sheds, 

garages, studies and things of that sort, which are primarily being used to exploit people who 

cannot find accommodation elsewhere. They are vastly overcrowded, and when local authorities 

actually take action against the people who have put things up, and they are primarily 

householders who put up these buildings, the appeals procedure is so long and so protracted 

that no matter what penalty either the courts actually impose - on the assumption that an 

enforcement conviction can be obtained - it is well worth the while of people to proceed in 

doing this.  Do you not think that part of the problem may be related to the fact that the 

legislation is extremely poor on saying what is or is not a residence?  I can think of a particular 

scheme where a householder erected a garage and in the garage was a washroom and a kitchen, 

and the owner said that this was required for the maintenance of his motorcar, when patently it 

was being used for accommodation.  In short, Mr Mayor, do you not think that there may be an 

opportunity here for promoting some sort of legislation for tightening up what is the definition 

of an outbuilding as opposed to something which can be used as a residence? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I hear what you say, Tony, and I think, if I may say so, it 

is uncharacteristic of you to propose new regulations on householders.  I will study any such 

proposal with interest.  We need to make clear that I think there are two categories of thing.  

There is huge pressure on space in London.  There are many people who may wish to make use 



 

of parts of their homes or whatever in a sensible way in order to create more accommodation, 

more living space.  The population is growing.  It is not nearly as high as it has been in the past, 

the population in London, but it is growing and will grow by about another million over the next 

ten years.  So it is going to be necessary for sensible changes to, I can imagine, some homes, to 

some premises to allow for more people to live there.  Let us be commonsensical about it.  What 

is not acceptable is for people to live in substandard accommodation, exploited by the 

homeowners and in dangerous or unsanitary conditions.  That is not acceptable, and the point 

you make that I think is completely right is that correcting this can take a long time because of 

the legal delays and all the rest of it.  I hope very much that the taskforce the Government has 

set up will address that issue, and where you have rogue landlords who are exploiting people 

with beds in sheds that there is some speedy system of punishing them, holding them to 

account and getting the practice to stop. 

 

Tony Arbour (AM):  Thank you, Chairman. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Thank you.  Then we will go now to the next question, question 

1554, accreditation, in the name of Assembly Member [Nicky] Gavron, “How many landlords 

and letting agents have signed up to your accreditation scheme?”  So if you put that answer on 

the record. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, thank you.  The accreditation, I will get back to 

what I was saying earlier on to Tom [Copley].  We want to have 100,000 by 2016.  It is all set 

out in the revised London Housing Strategy.  The baseline that we had was about 4,100.  We 

have now more than doubled that to 10,600 accredited landlords in the capital.  There are also 

1,300 accredited agents. 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  Yes, so you have doubled it in the last four years, it has gone up by 

about 6,000. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  More than doubled, yes. 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  More than doubled, gone up by about 6,000.  Do you know what 

proportion that 10,000 is of all the landlords in London, what percentage? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  As you rightly say, we are not there yet by any means, 

but we had to build on what we found, and we are now moving ahead with the 

London Rental Standard to bring together the schemes under a single badge, and one that will 

be easily recognised. 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  Yes.  You put a lot of store on the accreditation scheme.  I have been 

listening carefully, and as I said, there aren’t that many landlords yet signed up to it, but you 

told me last month it would deal with those landlords who treat their tenants unacceptably, and 

I am very intrigued to know whether you think the sanctions - and these are the sanctions, 

“Recommending you apologise in writing; reminding you of your legal duties; cautioning you 

against repeating bad conduct”.  I mean, I just wonder, do you think any of these would really 

concern you if you were a bad landlord or rogue landlord?  These are the sanctions. 



 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Well, yes, I do. 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  You do? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think that it is vital that we have a scheme that has -- 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  “Cautioning you”?  You know, this, “Cautioning you, recommending in 

writing” and would you join it if you are actually -- it is a voluntary scheme. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think obviously you have to look, Nicky, at what the 

offence is, and disputes between landlord and tenant are very difficult to -- you know, you get 

plenty of landlords who say that their premises have been more or less demolished and there is 

nothing that they can do to get redress and their tenants have vanished.  These are very 

difficult for us to police, but I certainly think that it is an improvement and a step forward to 

have a London Rental Standard that holds landlords to account and -- 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  So you actually think it is working?  You think it is working, it is working 

to drive out these bad and rogue landlords?  I just want to explain that the -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I certainly think it is the way forward.  We are 

determined to expand it.  I think that there is a problem with rogue landlords in London at the 

moment.  What I don’t want to do is to try in vain to introduce limits.  I know that there is a 

proposal to introduce limits on rents, as was tried in this City in the past, and which led to a 

catastrophic fall in the availability of rented premises.  That I think would be a mistake.  The 

market has got to be able to supply rented premises in the volume that we need.  If you are 

asking me to come in and start setting prices for landlords and start saying that you cannot 

charge more than X, Y or Z, I think that will not be in the interest of people searching for 

accommodation in this City. 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  This question is about the accreditation scheme and what I would 

contend is that the bar is too low and it does not set proper sanctions, and it does not deal with 

the type of landlord that you said it would deal with, those who are treating their tenants 

unacceptably, and it will not do that nor will it deal properly with letting agents.  I really think 

you perhaps ought to look at the figures from the Property Ombudsman which show the 

complaints against this sector rose by 48% during your first term and the very, very serious 

cases, investigated by the Ombudsman, have risen by 228%.  So I think there has to be 

something else.  It has its role, the accreditation scheme, but it is not going to do the job. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am not denying there is a problem, Nicky.  I think you 

are being perhaps too pessimistic about the role of the London Rental Standard.  Landlords who 

abuse the rights of their tenant are there to be prosecuted by the law.  That is what the courts 

are there to do.  There is a great deal of law in this country about the rights of tenants.  We are 

also setting out a London Rental Standard to hold them to account.  But if you are saying that I 

should now additionally impose limits on rent then, as I said just now, if that is what is behind 

this line of questioning, I understand the logic of that but I do not think it is a wise thing to do. 



 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  It is not what was behind it actually.   

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  OK, then you are being sort of mysterious about your 

line of questioning. 

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  I am trying to find out if the accreditation scheme is going to deal with 

rip-off landlords and, as you said -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  You see ‘rip-off’ is the problem.   

 

Nicky Gavron (AM):  OK, it is going to deal with landlords who treat their tenants 

unacceptably and I certainly do not think it will. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I hear your criticism.  We will do our best to address it 

but obviously if you have a scheme to beef it up, if you have a better idea then I am all ears. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  The next question is in the name of Assembly Member Dismore, 

question number 1547, Economy Assessment.   

 

1547/2012 - Economy Assessment 

Andrew Dismore 

Have you made a recent assessment of the effect on London business confidence of the 

economy entering recession? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you, Andrew.  No, over the last few months there 

have been plenty of studies about the state of business confidence in London and I would 

commend particularly one a couple of months ago, that was the London Chamber of Commerce, 

and the industry’s quarterly survey, which showed paradoxically business confidence was at its 

highest since 2007, although patently there are real challenges at the moment, not least from 

the uncertainty in the eurozone.   

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  I am surprised that you have not done your own assessment of this 

because we know that in the last quarter the recurring fell back by 2.6%, which is a significant 

impact on the economy throughout the country and inevitably would have fed through into 

London.  The study you are talking about predates some of that.  Could I put to you what the 

British Chamber of Commerce said in response to the double dip recession, which was this, 

 

“Tough austerity measures are squeezing domestic demand.  While the economy remains 

fragile businesses should be given the support they need to drive recovery.” 

 

Could I ask you this; what support are you going to give businesses in London to drive that 

recovery in London? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think I said at last month’s Mayor’s Question Time jobs 

and growth are the priority for us and we are doing a huge amount of work to encourage the 



 

creation of jobs in the capital, the investments in transport infrastructure, the investments in 

housing will be of great importance and benefit to London business.  There are funds available 

through the Outer London Fund, through the Regeneration Fund, a new Revolving Fund.  We 

are setting up to help London business and of course we are there to support the creation of 

new jobs, particularly for young people through apprenticeships.  Additionally, and I think you 

have another question on this, I believe it is my role to campaign, to militate against measures 

that I think make life tougher for business: excessive bureaucracy, regulation, directives from 

the European Union that I think may be ill thought-out. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  I really want to see more jobs and growth but what you have just 

answered is a very vague and woolly response, and I would like to hear some specifics.   

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  All right.  Come on then.  Here we go. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  I mean what the British Chamber of Commerce said is this,  

 

“There is a big black hole when it comes to aiding businesses to create enterprise, 

generate wealth and growth.”  

 

So let’s have some specific detail. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  All right, here you go.  Crossrail will generate 14,000 

jobs over a four-year period.  The Tube upgrades will generate 18,300 jobs over a four-year 

period.  The housing programme will generate approximately 100,000 jobs.  The Greenwich 

Peninsula scheme, we think there will be about 4,000 jobs created over four years.  In the Royal 

Docks and in that area will be 1,500 jobs over four years and about 11,200 thereafter.  Through 

foreign direct investment in London, through London and partners, we reckon about 14,000 

jobs will be created.  Jobs from the Olympics Game area will total about 10,000 and we think 

that European Regional Development Fund funding will help us to secure a further 4,700.  The 

jobs from the Mayor’s Regeneration Fund, notably in the Haringey area we think will produce 

about 3,400.  The Outer London Fund about 700 jobs over four years.  In the Retrofitting 

programme, which we discussed earlier on, which is of great importance for all sorts of reasons, 

the environment to the quality of people’s homes, we think will produce 4,300 over four years.  

 

And of course these jobs and these investments are only the direct employment, and this is very, 

very important because I know to understand, the knock-on benefits to the economy in 

competitiveness, in creating the right conditions for business will be very significant.  Crossrail, 

the indirect jobs just from Crossrail we think will be about 40,000 over a four-year period.  Once 

we get the Vauxhall Nine Elms project going, we get the Northern line in at Battersea, we 

unlock the power station, which I think is on the cards, you will see about 25,000 jobs.  We have 

a -- 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  These figures -- 

 



 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  You are asking for detail and the level of my ambition.  

If I may say so, you know, you take a very caustic and sceptical tone and I am trying to give you 

what we are doing. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  My scepticism comes from this, Mr Mayor, in that you give us a nice 

long list of aspirational figures -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It is not complete, by the way. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  I am sure your aspirational list is not complete but the point about it 

is this, the essential question is how -- naming a project and the numbers that come with it is 

not saying how you get from A to B.   

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I will tell you how you get from A to B.  You get from 

Maidenhead to Shenfield by something called Crossrail.  That is how you get there. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  Crossrail is a project and you gave a list of other things as well, but 

you have not explained how you get from A to B.  We have all together a quarter of Londoners 

at working age economically inactive.  All we ever hear from you are things that are going to 

support rich, wealthy people in London, like the cutting of tax, we have seen an increase of 10% 

in pay -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Try harder, come on.  Go back to the House of 

Commons. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  -- of Financial Times Stock Exchange chief executives.   

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Go back to the House of Commons  

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  You are part of the bureaucracy, so you know what we are talking 

about with these people. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Can I have a question from you? 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  The question is a simple one: how? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Rich lawyer, fat cat, former MPs. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  You are the one with quarter of a million, not me. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Mr Dismore, will you stop for a moment and we get quiet so we can 

get the question.  Can I have a question? 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  The question is a simple one: how? 

 



 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  As I say, you ask how we get from A to B and I have 

pointed out there is a scheme from getting from Maidenhead to Shenfield, it is called Crossrail.  

It will give 14,000 jobs directly, and about 40,000 indirectly.  What we were able to do over the 

last four years was to secure massive levels of investment in transport infrastructure, massive 

levels of investment in housing, there is a huge benefit to Londoners on all incomes.   

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  You do not know that. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  There is a huge benefit to fat cat Labour lawyers who 

may or may not get contracts to advise.  They are of huge benefit to people in the construction 

industry, they are of huge benefit to homeowners. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  You do not know that. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I do not think I can really elaborate on it to say -- I can 

give you a much longer lecture about growth in the economy if you want. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Mr Dismore, do you have any more questions because there are 

other Members waiting to come in. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  I will repeat the same question because we have not had an answer.  I 

am asking you how you actually do it -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  With great respect -- 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  -- rather than giving an aspirational figure on a project.  How do you 

actually create jobs? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  With great respect to you, I think I have given you about 

as parcel an answer as you can possibly -- 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  You have given a list. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  -- and the way to create jobs in London is to create the 

platform for growth through infrastructure investment, which we have secured, and I think that 

is visible, and palpable and tangible.  

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Mr Dismore, you are going to have to come back another day.  I am 

sorry, no. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  The second you have to do is create the right fiscal and 

regulatory environment in which business can flourish -- 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  So you want to make it easier to fire people at will? 

 



 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think Mr Dismore is now moving on to another 

question he has. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Can we hear his question?  Assembly Member Dismore, I want a 

question from you that we can all hear so that it can go on the record.  Can you repeat that 

question please? 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  Do you agree with the Beecroft Report that makes it easier to fire 

people at will? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It is a separate question on the one on -- 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  It is not, it is part of the economic -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I will certainly answer that question now.  On the so-

called “no fault” dismissal issue, I think it is an interesting point.  I have to say it is not 

something a great many businesses have raised with me or indeed the London Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry has raised with me.  It is not the top of the list that has been put to me.  

I know it is out for consultation.  I will be interested to see what the reaction is.  I mean some 

people seem to be in favour of it, some people seem to be more hostile.  Personally I do not see 

why you should not offer some sort of explanation as an employer in the course of a dismissal, 

but there is no doubt at all that one of the biggest inhibitors to employment in London is 

excessive rigidities in the labour market.  We have a culture now that leads almost every -- a 

huge proportion of dismissals to tribunals to very lengthy procedures of one kind or another.  I 

can understand the frustrations of employers and I think it is absolutely right that the coalition 

should look at it and that they should try to liberalise where possible and where it is humane. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  We have the third most least regulated labour market in the 

developed economic world.  How can you say that it is right for people to be sacked at will, 

which is effectively what the Beecroft Report is saying?  Well, I think that is the implication of 

that.  What is your response going to be? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I hesitate to -- 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  That is what it said. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Mr Mayor, just hold on a minute.  Assembly Member [Andrew] 

Dismore, we have got a way forward because you have brought on to the floor your question 

regarding Beecroft Report and indeed you have had an answer to that because your question 

there at number 1547 is, Do you support the Beecroft Report on “no-fault” dismissal and would 

this benefit the labour market?”  I believe I have heard an answer to that question from the 

Mayor.  Do you have a supplementary now to the Beecroft Report and can Members then come 

in if they want any supplementaries to that question, and that will then move us forward. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  I was raising the context of business confidence and it seems to me 

that the Mayor has a rather peculiar view of business confidence when we have one of the least 



 

regulated labour markets in the world.  The point simply is there is zero empirical evidence as 

the former Bank of England Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) member said that this actually 

makes any difference. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  As I say, there are mixed signals coming out of business 

about their levels of confidence.  There is some encouraging stuff from the London Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry.  I think London continues to show impressive resilience and an amazing 

ability to create jobs.  Just to go back to the serious work of this place, what we have to do is 

get young Londoners able, ready and willing with the right mind-set to get the jobs that London 

creates.  There is no earthly point in me reciting a litany of a huge long list of the big schemes 

that we are promoting and investing in that will create jobs unless Londoners are able to take 

those jobs.  A huge amount of work is now being done on that.  I am sure that you would 

encourage that. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  Which is the point I made to you last time that you did not answer. 

 

Tom Copley (AM):  Mr Mayor, you mentioned young people.  Are you aware of how big the 

increase has been in the number of young people claiming Jobseekers Allowance (JSA) for more 

than six months in London? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am, and that is why it has -- 

 

Tom Copley (AM):  You know it has gone up by 114% in a year? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  That is right, Tom, and it is why it is so vital that we do 

not denigrate schemes that might be of real value in helping young people to get back into 

work, and I think apprenticeship schemes are of huge importance now in tackling this problem.  

It is tragic that so many young people could miss out on a moment in their lives when they can 

– at a very impressionable age, understand what it is to be an employee, get the skills, get the 

smarts, get the understanding you have to turn up on time, what you have to wear, how you 

have to behave, how you have to survive in a place of work.  Those are the real skills you need 

and my view is there is no way you can get those just by training and training and training and 

you certainly cannot get those on the dole. 

 

Tom Copley (AM):  I agree youth unemployment is a tragedy and obviously we have no wish 

to denigrate any scheme that would help but could you tell us how many young people you 

envisage are going to be helped by your apprenticeship scheme? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  So far I think we have done just over 70,000 but that is 

not the limit of our ambitions, we want to go up to 100,000 by the end of this year and, as I 

say, about 250,000 over the four years of this Mayoralty.  It will be tough to achieve that but if 

you can do that that is a considerable reduction in -- 

 

Tom Copley (AM):  Will these be young people, which is defined as 16 to 24-year-olds; are 

you saying it is specifically for young people? 

 



 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  They will not be exclusively 18 to 24 or 16 to 24-year-

olds but they will be very largely in that age group. 

 

Tom Copley (AM):  Just finally, Andrew Dismore mentioned labour market regulation.  I 

presume you are aware that the United Kingdom has one of the least regulated labour markets 

in the developed world according to that bastion of socialism, the Organisation for Economic 

Co-operation and Development.  Do you think that young people will benefit from a policy of 

hire and fire or not? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I certainly think there are rigidities in the labour market.  

They need to be thought about.  I think it is right to have an exercise like the Beecroft Report.  I 

do not think any Government would want to do that.  I think that it has become a bit barnacled 

over.  If you look at what is happening with tribunals, the cost of them, the difficulty of 

dismissing people, I think there is a problem that needs to be addressed and I think if you can 

do it in a sensible and a humane way you could make it easier to hire people, and that is what 

we want to do. 

 

Tom Copley (AM):  Thank you, Mr Mayor, no further questions. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Moving on to the next question, which is number 1518, and it is 

the name of the Deputy Mayor of London, and it is Heathrow expansion. 

 

1518/2012 - Heathrow Expansion 

Victoria Borwick 

Given that airport capacity in the South East needs to expand would you accept that if you 

oppose Heathrow expansion it is important to make the case for expansion elsewhere? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you very much, Victoria [Borwick].  Yes, I think 

you are absolutely right, Victoria, that my opposition to Heathrow expansion, which I think is 

the right policy.  I think there is only one Member of this Assembly who wants to expand 

Heathrow.  There is only one Member of this Assembly who wants a third runway, as far as I 

know.  OK, there are no Members of this Assembly.  We are united, I think, in opposing the 

third runway, are we? 

 

All:  Yes. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We are united in opposing, a great day.  This is a great 

day for democracy.  The London Assembly is united in opposing the third runway but there are 

plainly capacity problems in the southeast and my view is that if we are going to compete, if we 

are going to create jobs, get back to Andrew Dismore’s point, and we are going to have a great 

future, which we will, then we need to address those issues.  I am open to all kinds of 

suggestions.  Let’s look at Stansted, let’s look at Luton, let’s look at Gatwick, let’s look at 

Manston, all those options are clearly there.  So indeed is the option of an eco-friendly four-

runway 24-hour solution in the Thames estuary.  I think that would be the wisest thing.   

 



 

What we are not, I think, able to support is doing nothing, letting jobs migrate to France, to 

Spain, to Germany, to Holland, losing competitiveness, losing out in the long term.  If you look 

at all the mistakes this City has made in the past, they are to do with a failure to invest in 

transport infrastructure, a failure to deal with the challenge of modernisation.  You saw it in the 

1960s, it was a tragic mistake - we must not make that mistake again.  Anybody who thinks that 

the current position is eco-friendly, or that restricting aviation capacity is eco-friendly, should 

talk to the pilots who have to circle over London at the moment, burning 7 tonnes of kerosene 

an hour.  That is the policy; that is what restrictions on aviation capacity are forcing planes over 

this City to do.  We need to move forward. 

 

Victoria Borwick (AM):  Thank you.  A couple of follow-up questions, if I may, Mr Mayor.  

Recently, of course the history of London shows there is a shift east, if you think about it.  The 

docks have moved from the Pool of London to Tilbury, a large part of the City’s business has 

moved from the City off to Canary Wharf and of course we have seen the Olympics now, our 

third Olympics, also moving further east and even Billingsgate we can see has moved eastwards.  

Do you think there is some sense of a kind of historic and economic inevitability towards your 

desire for a shift? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I do think there are huge economic advantages to the 

kind of proposal that you saw from Foster Associates.  I am not necessarily wedded to one 

model or another, but there are brilliant ideas out there that would be transformative of parts of 

London that have been neglected for a long time, parts of the United Kingdom economy, and I 

think that once people in North Kent or Essex understood clearly the economic benefits that 

would flow to them from schemes like that and the environmental benefits, the possibility for 

clean energy generation that these schemes have, I think they would see real attractions in 

them.  I think it is time this debate moved forward.  I think there is a huge possibility for the 

Government to seize the initiative, to go for the single biggest generator of growth that one 

could imagine and something that would assert most powerfully London’s credentials as the 

economic motor, not just of this country but of the whole European Union.  London is already 

the most broad and commercial city in Europe.  This would extend our lead, it would entrench 

London’s position as the motor of the European economy.  The financial capital, the artistic and 

cultural capital and it would be, I think, the right way forward for the City and for the country. 

 

Victoria Borwick (AM):  Thank you.  So in the meantime, can I ask you to maintain your 

position of being open to all opportunities for expansion, and if necessary, safeguarding the 

land at Gatwick and also including any rail connectivity of projects, whilst decisions about where 

the next big project is going to be?  What I am really asking is will you keep an open mind on 

the various options available? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Of course I will. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Can I just notify Members of the next three questions.  The next 

question is Shared Services from Assembly Member Arbour and then it is the A12 Junction at 

Newbury Park Station from Assembly Member Evans and then Childcare from 

Assembly Member Duvall; so can I have an answer, Mr Mayor, to the question on Shared 

Services in the name of Assembly Member Arbour? 



 

1524/2012 - Shared Services 

Tony Arbour 

Hammersmith and Fulham Council was involved in merging services to save on funds.  With the 

former H&F Council leader appointed to run the MOPC, would you consider the possibility of 

police and council staff merging their work and multitasking more often in order to create 

efficiencies? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thanks, Tony.  A characteristically excellent question 

dear to your heart, the issue of reducing costs.  Shared services, I pay tribute to the work of 

previous Deputy Mayor Kit Malthouse, I know that, but I am very confident that 

Stephen Greenhalgh [Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime] has a powerful reputation for this 

kind of thing in Hammersmith and Fulham and will be leading the work to maximise the bang 

for our buck and get more police out there, which is what we want to see, whilst cutting 

backroom costs. 

 

Tony Arbour (AM):  We welcome very much the appointment of Stephen Greenhalgh to this 

because he is someone who was able to capture the Holy Grail of providing more for less and he 

provided more for less in successive years.  One of the features relating to shared services, 

which we have commented on before in the Assembly, has been the failure to shared services 

within the GLA family.  For example, there are various businesses in TfL, which have not yet 

shared services.  Similarly, that has still existed, despite Kit’s sterling work at Metropolitan Police 

Service (MPS), and it is our further hope that Stephen Greenhalgh is going to be a catalyst for 

doing this right across the Authority.  On the appointment -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It is not just Stephen [Greenhalgh].   

 

Tony Arbour (AM):  Clearly, he works together with you and I know that together you will be 

harnessing all the powers which are available to get this done, but we have been talking about 

this kind of thing, shared services, I think throughout the entire period of your first Mayoralty 

and, if I may say so, this is an area where we have not been as successful as we might have 

been.  I very much hope that we do not fetter Stephen, who has come in as an outsider, to sort 

of knock common sense into some of the entrenched habits of the MPS.  Really I want to say to 

you, and I very much hope that it happens with Central Government as well with the 

appointment of the Chief Inspector, that bringing in an outsider is probably the best thing that 

they could possibly have done. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, and I mean the only thing I was going to say is I 

think Stephen [Greenhalgh] will do a fantastic job, but also do not forget we have Sir 

Edward Lister [Mayor’s Chief of Staff] -- 

 

Tony Arbour (AM):  Of course, I had forgotten.  A troika: you, him and Edward Lister, yes. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  And Kit [Malthouse].  I have no doubt at all with those 

guys on our team we ought to be able to make progress on this.  It is very important for London 

that we get value.  We get value from the investments we are making from what we are all 



 

paying for these services and I know that -- you are right in what you say, that more progress 

could have been made but I am determined to do it. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Thank you.  The next question is in the name of Assembly Member 

[Roger] Evans.  It is question 1519, A12 Junction at Newbury Park station. 

 

1519/2012 - A12 Junction at Newbury Park station 

Roger Evans 

A spate of incidents at this junction have been caused by cars performing illegal U-turns across 

the carriageway.  Will TfL and the Metropolitan Police take urgent steps to prevent U-turning at 

this location and save lives? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, thanks very much, Roger [Evans].  Looking at this 

problem, the key thing seems to be to come up with a viable scheme that does not simply 

involve greater traffic delays and includes pressure for a new traffic light system.  We are 

looking at that, we are seeing whether that would work, in the meantime I have asked TfL to 

see what short-term measures can be put in place to prevent more accidents occurring at that 

black spot. 

 

Roger Evans (AM):  That is a welcome response but the A12 has a problem with U-turning 

really throughout its length in both Redbridge and Havering.  If you prevent it at one junction it 

would just move the problem to the next junction.  What we really need from TfL and from the 

police is some focused enforcement.   Will you ask them to do a blitz on the A12 to actually 

catch people U-turning and will you urge the courts to actually apply some really stiff penalties 

to this so that people will be discouraged from taking these dangerous actions, which endanger 

people’s lives? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am sure the police and TfL will hear what you have had 

to say, Roger, and I will certainly make sure that they look at that and we do what we can to 

stop these accidents occurring.  But, as I say, the new layout for that particular junction will be 

in place by October next year, but that does not mean there will not be anticipatory -- we will 

put in some measures beforehand. 

 

Roger Evans (AM):  October 2012 or 2013? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  2013, I am afraid. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Thank you.  There are no follow-ups so the next question is 

question number 1544 in the name of Assembly Member [Len] Duvall; Childcare. 

 

1544/2012 - Childcare 

Len Duvall 

What plans do you have to help London’s parents who are struggling to afford childcare? 

 

 



 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, thank you, Len.  This is a serious problem in London 

and where costs are much higher than elsewhere in the country.  We are promoting the idea of 

childcare vouchers for employers and for employers issuing childcare vouchers as part of their 

package.  I think it is also important to increase the number of part-time jobs and we have a 

scheme to encourage that and a budget that we are going to make available particularly to help 

women returning to work, which was in the 2012 manifesto.  I pay tribute, by the way, to the 

work of the Health and Public Service Committee’s report, which advocates the childcare 

vouchers and I can see Victoria [Borwick] nodding there and I thank her for her work on that. 

 

I think there is a general problem.  I think we need to think about this.  There is a general 

problem of supply, and to go back to I think the question Tom [Copley] and Andrew [Dismore] 

were asking about, employment and regulation, I think it is worth asking ourselves whether the 

barriers to the creation of childcare operations are too onerous.  Is it actually too difficult to 

offer childcare?  I do not know but it seems to me, if there is a shortage, if the costs are too 

high, it may be because there aren’t enough suppliers in the market and that is something I 

think would be worth looking at without obviously wishing to do anything that would put 

children at risk or raise any other kind of apprehension on that score. 

 

Len Duvall (AM):  Mr Mayor, thank you for the way you answered the question.  You clearly 

do seek to try to understand the issue but do you realise that providers are going out of 

business because people can’t afford to use their service?  One of the issues, and there are all 

sorts of issues here, but you have lobbied for cuts in tax rates for the richest in society.  I have 

not heard you say anything about cuts in tax credits which most struggling people, in terms of 

child costs, would use to support their child cost issues.  So do you recognise, in the crisis, that 

the supplier problems are about the cost, that is the barrier, and the people might need some 

help in support in that? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I do recognise that, Len, and obviously, the thing I really 

applauded in the budget was measures to lift thresholds in order to take people on lower 

incomes out of tax.  I think that is even more important than anything you do with the top rate 

in these circumstances, so I certainly accept that argument and I certainly think we should lobby 

for childcare vouchers. 

 

What is difficult for us to do, if you are sort of coming on to this, I think it is difficult for us to 

become a funder of childcare here in the GLA and we have looked at this before.  We did have a 

scheme and the childcare affordability programme did not seem to be delivering value and it did 

not meet its target by a long way.  That doesn’t mean I, in any way, underestimate the problem. 

 

Len Duvall (AM):  Chair, two further questions.  The Daycare Trust, an important panel and is 

under threat.  Have you made any interventions on its behalf?  I think it has the support of 

cross-party on this Assembly.  Have you written any letters to London councils?  Have you 

sought any way to intervene to protect this important body in support of this sector across 

London? 

 



 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Len, would you forgive me if I check?  I do not want to 

say I haven’t when it is possible I have done something already.  If I haven’t, I will certainly look 

into it. 

 

Len Duvall (AM):  Will you as a matter of urgency? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Certainly. 

 

Len Duvall (AM):  OK.  Let’s go back; you raised it,  I wasn’t going to raise it, but as you did, 

2005, your predecessor, Ken Livingstone, met his target according to your London Development 

Agency (LDA) report, which was commissioned in your time, of affordable quality childcare 

policies. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Is that right? 

 

Len Duvall (AM):  In December 2009, you came up with a target of 1,600, which you alluded 

to in an earlier answer, which did not reach its target.  You then decided to scrap it in 2011 and 

2012.  Was that wise then on the basis that where we are now, could it not have been 

reconfigured to meet it?  Is it one around which may not be directly related to you, Mr Mayor, 

on this occasion, but isn’t it an issue about confidence, about overseeing programmes that run 

from here and how can you give us confidence about the voucher programme that the officers 

within this building are working with employers to do?  Is this not going to be another failed 

effort?  What steps are you taking to ensure that is not the case? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think, first of all, you have to decide whether the 

previous effort was successful or not.   

 

Len Duvall (AM):  Sorry, Mr Mayor; let me just say this.  According to your LDA report, in your 

time, not in Ken’s [Livingstone] time which did it, Ken, met 10,000 placements.  In your 

scheme, in 2009, revised scheme, you put down the target; it clearly failed and you scrapped it 

and that is what you scrapped it on.  I am not sure whether you scrapped because it failed but it 

certainly didn’t meet its targets.  These are all information and figures you have provided that 

have been under your watch. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Sure, and I understand.  Obviously, as you know, I 

became Mayor in 2008 and very early on in my mayoralty, I remember having meetings, in fact, 

with Labour Ministers whose view was that the scheme was not by any means perfect and did 

not represent value for money in our scheme.  I was later informed that it certainly wasn’t 

meeting its target for job entries.  The information I have, Len [Duvall], is that by November 

2010, the programme as a whole had delivered less than 20% of its original target for job 

entries with no individual borough exceeding 35% of the targets that they agreed.  This 

represented poor value for money for Londoners and that was why the programme was 

terminated. 

 

That does not mean that I think this problem is unimportant.  I think this problem is incredibly 

important.  Yes, obviously the lesson from that is you have to work hard at these things to get 



 

them right and there is a real danger of money being wasted and a lack of success.  Because of 

your question, because of your urging, I will take steps now to find out how our voucher scheme 

is going to work, what expectations we have of success and get back to you, if I may. 

 

Len Duvall (AM):  Thank you. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Thank you.  The next question is question 1553, mental health and 

it is the name of Assembly Member  [Fiona] Twycross who has put in her maiden question. 

 

1533/2012 - Mental Health 

Fiona Twycross 

What proportion of your budget will be allocated to support Mental Health in London? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):   The proportion of the budget that has been allocated to 

mental health in London is between 5% and 10%.  Obviously that is not a large sum but that 

doesn’t mean that our team is remotely complacent about mental health issues and a huge 

amount of work is being done by the team here and, of course, through the Local Health 

Improvement Board (LHIB). 

 

Fiona Twycross (AM):  Obviously, a million Londoners face mental health issues and I am 

pleased there is a budget allocated.  I couldn’t see any detail of any budget allocated to it, to be 

honest.  It wasn’t in your manifesto and it is a major issue in respect of health inequalities.  Your 

answer, with respect, was quite brief about the content of the budget and where it is going to 

go, so I just wondered what your plan is, what the plan is to tackle -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Let me tell you some of the things we are doing just to 

give you some reassurance about that.  It is not trivial that the health team are getting mental 

health first training for interested GLA staff and indeed, Assembly Members, just so there is a 

greater awareness and we all have greater awareness and understanding of people who are 

suffering from that. 

 

Fiona Twycross (AM):  How many people have already taken that training? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We are going to be using the London Datastore that I 

have mentioned earlier on, I mentioned last month, which we are working hard to set up.  Now, 

to capture -- 

 

Fiona Twycross (AM):  Can I ask how many people have that training?  You mentioned 

training.  How many people have had that training so far? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am afraid I cannot give you anything but I would be 

happy to supply you with the answer.  On the incidence of mental health in London, that is 

patently something that is going to be captured by the Datastore.  Information will be available.  

You rightly draw attention to the problem.  You will be able to use the Datastore to indicate 

what is going on. 

 



 

Fiona Twycross (AM):  When will there be a detailed plan on how you are planning to tackle 

public mental health? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We have to be careful that we don’t have confusion 

about what the functions of this body are.  We are not healthcare providers.  We are not here to 

tackle mental health in that sense. 

 

Fiona Twycross (AM):  But you are here to tackle health inequalities. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, absolutely.  On 29 February, there was a discussion 

here; a seminar with Professor Michael Porter to discuss the concept of value in mental 

healthcare and we had 40 of London’s most senior influential leaders in mental healthcare 

provisions, social care to look at how we could improve value and the follow-up work from that 

session is now going on and I would be very happy to make sure you get sight of what is 

planned. 

 

Fiona Twycross (AM):  So when will there be a plan though? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  As I say, I would be very happy to give you the details.  

Just for the benefit of people wondering about the London Health Improvement Board, I do not 

want to suggest that mental health is the only thing they are doing.  They key priorities for LHIB 

are, as you know, alcohol abuse, tackling child obesity and tackling cancer.  We have a real 

problem in London that our cancer survival rates are not as good as they should be.  We are a 

world City and we are, in my view, not as good as we should be.  We have real problems in 

obesity and those are the priorities for LHIB but I would be more than happy to keep you 

posted on what we are doing on mental health. 

 

Fiona Twycross (AM):  OK.  Sorry, I think you are talking about issues now.  I am not clear 

you have a plan but thank you. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think I gave you a pretty long and detailed answer. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  OK.  Let’s then move on to the next question which is 

question 1552, dangerous dogs, in the name of Joanne McCartney and it is ten seconds, so we 

can have … 

 

1552/2012 - Dangerous Dogs 

Joanne McCartney 

Have you responded to the Government’s recent consultation paper on responsible dog 

ownership and is it sufficient to tackle dangerous dogs in London? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you, Joanne.  I think actually if you look at what 

we have done on dangerous dogs, and I pay tribute again - we’ve been loading him with praise 

all morning - I pay tribute to Kit [Malthouse] and his work.  We are about to submit our 

response.  I will tell you exactly what we are doing.  We want to extend legislative cover to 

attacks that take place on private land.  We want to give more discretion to the police in 



 

deciding whether or not to take a dog away for kennelling or not but most important, of course, 

we are continuing to lobby for changes in the law so that possession of a weapon dog, 

grooming a weapon dog is taken just as seriously by the law as someone carrying a knife and we 

are also doubling the size of the Metropolitan Police Service dog unit. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Thank you.  The Labour group are out of time, so we then go to the 

next question which is question 1517, Olympic marketing protocol in the name of 

Assembly Member [Andrew] Boff. 

 

1517/2012 - Olympic Marketing Protocol 

Andrew Boff 

London Organising Committee for the Olympic Games (LOCOG) ‘No marketing rights’ protocol 

and brand protection rules are starting to be enforced with ever increasing vigour, with the 

public being informed, for example, that they will not be able to upload videos or pictures of the 

Games on to social media platforms.  Will you put pressure on LOCOG to relax these rules, or at 

least hold back on their enforcement, due to their potential to both limit the economic benefits 

of the Games and severely dampen the spirits of the public who’s enthusiasm is so crucial to 

ensuring a successful Olympics? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, Andrew.  This is a question where I am worried 

there is going to be some sort of paranoia and misinformation.  It is a very good question.  I do 

not want anybody to be remotely inhibited from taking a photo of the Olympics and posting it 

on Facebook or whatever and indeed, from putting stuff on YouTube or whatever if they want 

to.  Secondly, I am very, very determined that businesses, companies, construction firms in 

London, who have been involved in the Olympics, should have the full glory of that involvement 

radiating around them ever afterwards in a kind of ready brick glow and I wanted that and I am 

very, very relaxed and indulgent about firms who claim Olympic glory and I am prepared to 

make that point vigorously to the International Olympic Committee and the London Organising 

Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games (LOCOG) and anybody else. 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  I am very encouraged by your response, Mr Mayor, extremely 

encouraged.  I was going to ask you whether or not you agree that it is time to celebrate the 

role of British businesses to the 2012 Games, not kind of airbrush them out, which is what 

seems to be LOCOG’s approach. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I do. 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  One of the things you might do for me, Mr Mayor, will you share with the 

Assembly, if you could ask how much of LOCOG’s budget is being spent on enforcing its no 

marketing rights’ protocol and I include those people, the brand police that they now have 

employed, who seem to spend their time hanging around in public toilets to ensure that the 

stickers covering the words ‘Armitage Shanks’ are not peed off.  It is this level of control of 

brands -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Are you serious?  You are not.  Thanks very much. 

 



 

Andrew Boff (AM):  It is this ridiculous level of control of brands which is making the LOCOG 

a laughing stock and holding back the contribution that British firms have made to the 

Olympics. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Let’s be clear.  The fact that we delivered the Olympic 

venues on time, under budget, the amazing work of the Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) is 

nothing to do with John Biggs or anybody else.  It was thanks to the work of the ODA and a 

huge number of British companies and contractors.  That is a great calling card for a UK plc.  We 

should be going around the world and saying to potential buyers of our goods and services, 

“Look at what we did” and our firms should be able to claim credit. 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  Mr Mayor, that is probably one of the best answers you have ever given 

to a question by me, so thank you very much.   

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you for your excellent questions indeed. 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  I am sure lots of British people will back you in your attack on LOCOG to 

get them to see sense. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  OK. 

 

The next question is 1541 in the name of Assembly Member [Richard] Tracey, HS2(2). 

 

1541/2012 - HS2(2) 

Richard Tracey 

Please list all the unfunded transport projects in London for which there is a better business case 

than HS2. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you, Dick, very much for this.  It is pointed and 

the question you are asking me, all projects have a better business case than HS2; I think 

actually HS2, the idea of high speed rail is, in principal, a good one.  As I said earlier on, I think 

we need to see the business case better spelt out in addition to the other improvements we 

need to see to the scheme.  That does not mean I am implacably opposed to the idea of high 

speed rail per se but I certainly think that there are plenty of things I can think of around 

London that have a better business case on the face of it.  Look at what you could do with 

suburban rail; a massive bad business here.  The single best thing you could for London 

economy, incredible improvements.  If we were given more controls of London rail, in the high 

level output specification, two discussions this summer; we get what we need in terms of 

investment in our railway network.  I think that is an example.  I think there is a great case for a 

new airport, as I said earlier on.  There are all sorts of things that I could mention. 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  I am grateful for that answer.  I think that Londoners who are waiting 

for extensions to the Docklands Light Railway (DLR), some of my constituents who are waiting 

for the potential extension of the tram link in various parts of south London, obviously other 

constituents who are very anxious that the Northern line extension should be built into Nine 

Elms but apart from that, some of this money, we could be spending it on more hybrid buses 



 

and indeed, we could be spending it on more piers and extending the river services, couldn’t 

we? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We could be extending the river services; we could be 

doing all kinds of things.  When you said more piers, I thought you perhaps meant Baroness Dee 

Doocey, but I see what you mean. 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  I don’t mean the ermine peers; I am talking about river piers. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We could and those are points obviously that I am 

making to Government but the one does not exclude the other.  I think we can go for a great 

deal, a great settlement for London in 2015.  It is vital we make the case for investment in 

transport infrastructure.  That is why the London 2020 exercise is so important.  We need to 

build the consensus now amongst all the influential parties in this City about what are the big 

things we are going to need.  Crossrail 2 is patently going to be one of them but we shouldn’t 

stop there.  We need to be making the case now; not just to Government but to everybody who 

has a stake in the future, not just at Whitehall but everybody who has a stake in the future of 

the City about what is the indispensable next steps for the success of London economy. 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  In your very successful lobbying of the Department for Transport, one 

thing I must mention to you is much greater haste to get longer trains on the mainline networks.  

Southwest trains are frankly a disgrace, running eight carriage trains with people crammed 

together like sardines. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Which is why I said what I did about extending the trains 

and indeed the platforms in the course of the negotiations; that is the biggest win.  If you want 

to do the single biggest thing to improve the lot of travellers in London, sorting out the over 

ground rail network, giving TfL more of a role, boosting capacity, those are among them and 

Crossrail 3, 4 and 5 are obviously being advocated and quite rightly. 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  Thank you. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Thank you.   It is Assembly Member [Andrew] Boff next and it is 

the Royal Docks Enterprise Zone and that is question 1512. 

 

1512/2012 - Royal Docks Enterprise Zone 

Andrew Boff 

Independent research into the success of enterprise zones has continually argued that 

investment in skills and infrastructure are fundamental if lasting improvements are to be made, 

and future competiveness assured.  Investment in infrastructure at the Royal Docks is well 

documented.  What investment is being made in skills for this area? 

 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, thank you, Andrew.  I would like to give you a 

better answer than this.  The reality is that the single biggest and best way of promoting skills in 

the Royal Docks Enterprise Zone is just going to be by getting those jobs going and by creating 



 

the opportunity for young people to take part in building the developments and in the new 

industries and businesses that we hope to attract to that area.  So obviously there are specific 

educational projects in the Newham area and we are working with Newham to get that going 

with the borough.  The Crossrail Tunnelling Academy is already up and running but the most 

effective way I think of promoting skills in that area is going to be by creating opportunities. 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  Thank you, Mr Mayor.  Of course, there is a sort of high tech ambition for 

the enterprise zone and a part of that is, for example, the Siemens Pavilion which will provide 

high tech training and advanced skill training for many people that need it and that is all built 

into the plan.  What I am concerned about is building also into the plan the accumulation of 

basic skills as well.  Do you not think that the firms that are going to move to the enterprise 

zone are going to be able to demonstrate that they are going to be training on things like basic 

skills as well because, of course, they will as a part of their business once we attend to those 

advanced skills in order to train their workers. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes.  I am delighted you mentioned the Siemens Crystal.  

I think it will be an important component of what we are doing there.  I hope it will be a catalyst 

for further development of green technology businesses of one kind or another in that area.  I 

have seen some very imaginative plans being put forward and these are intentioned to make 

sure that young Londoners are in a position to get those jobs.  That is the key thing.  Will they 

be taken on in the numbers necessary?  Will the firms that we attract to that area employ 

Londoners from that area?  That, to me, is the most important thing and that is why we are 

doing the education, the inquiry, looking at all the barriers that currently are stopping people 

growing up in this City from necessarily getting the kind of jobs that are being created.   

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  Mr Mayor, will you make sure that we do learn the lessons from, for 

example, the Olympics where the number of locally employed on the Olympics has been 

disappointing to say the least?  As long as we learn those lessons and, in my opinion, I think not 

enough was done to push young people into those opportunities.  We advertised them but we 

did not push them and a lot of people who have been unemployed for a period of time need a 

little more incentive than a leaflet in order to take up those opportunities which are available. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  They do.  You are saying something very profound 

about the problem which is there comes a moment when people’s mental state is not right to 

take advantage of what is being offered and it is a fall in self-esteem, it is a fall in confidence, it 

is all sorts of things start to go wrong.  You are right that you need to encourage and you need 

to be very proactive but the best thing you can do is to stop people suffering that fall in 

confidence by getting them into a place of work in somewhere or another.  That is why I think 

the apprenticeship scheme is so central to what we are trying to do. 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  Thank you very much, Mr Mayor.  Thank you, Chair. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  OK.  The next question is 1853 in the name of 

Assembly Member [Caroline] Pidgeon; Metropolitan Police Budget. 

 

1853/2012 - Metropolitan Police Budget 



 

Caroline Pidgeon 

What will you cut in the Metropolitan Police to meet the £380 million budget shortfall over the 

next two years? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you very much, Caroline.  What we are going to 

do is continue really with what we have been doing over the last four years and that is making 

substantial savings but simultaneously using them to keep police numbers high and indeed, 

1,000 more now than there were when I was elected. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  Are you planning to sell any police stations to meet your budget 

shortfall? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Look, there will be no particular restrictions; I am going 

to set out now, on ways of making sure that we meet our targets of keeping police numbers 

high.  I am also, of course, determined to make sure we keep coverage of police counters and 

make sure that people have somewhere where they can go to report crimes. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  But haven’t you already started valuing all the police stations in 

London and started marketing quite a number of them to developers? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  This is sort of analogous with the question we had 

earlier on about fire stations and I think the question is really what is the best way of delivering 

the coverage that we want delivering more police out on the street, creating a sense of security 

and making sure that Londoners have somewhere where they can go to report a crime. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  It does not sound to me that you are particularly aware that the 

police have already valued police stations.  I understand the deal has already been done with a 

number, for example, the sale of Highbury Vale Police Station.  How many police stations are 

set to close in the next four years?  Can you give me a number? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No and that is because you wouldn’t expect me to 

anticipate decisions that have yet to be taken, but I don’t think you should be phobic about --

police stations are also opened, Caroline.  New police stations are created, new counters are 

created.  You see there is all sorts of -- 

 

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  Can you name some new police stations and counters that you are 

going to be opening? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  What I can certainly say is that -- 

 

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  I can’t hear you very well because Members are talking to my right. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  That’s all right.  I can certainly say that irrespective of 

what changes there may be in the police, every borough will have at least one 24-hour counter 

and we will make sure that we keep police numbers high and that is what I think Londoners 



 

always -- not just keep police numbers high but, of course, keep crime coming down and that is 

the acid test.  That is what Londoners want to see. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  You have repeatedly promised, and you have mentioned today about 

front counters and your promise there.  You have always said in the past that you will not close 

a police station, a front counter without a better replacement already being in place.  Will you 

reaffirm that promise here today? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I can certainly confirm that every borough will have at 

least one 24-hour counter. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  This is not the same as what you have said previously that you will 

not close any front counters without a better replacement being put in place. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think they are tantamount to the same thing. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  Saying there will be one per borough. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  There will be at least one, at least one per borough and 

the acid test is what is the level of crime, how many police are there out there, what is the 

public sense of security and what are we doing to rationalise budgets and put the money where 

people want to see it and I think that, in difficult times, is what Londoners would expect us to 

do. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  I think many communities will be very concerned to hear that.  Can 

we move on to another area of the budget? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think they’ll be pleased to hear that we are continuing 

to bring crime down and I think they’ll be dismayed to hear that Liberal Democrats are trying to 

scaremonger. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  They are very concerned about police stations, absolutely, in 

London.  Can we talk about another area? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  What police stations? 

 

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  If I could move on to officer perks; we have raised this time and time 

again in the past.  We are talking over the next few years; at least £15 million will be wasted on 

chauffeured cars for senior police officers, free accommodation for them, first class air fares.  

Will you commit now to abolishing these senior officer perks which cost a huge amount in the 

budget? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I don’t know whether you have been paying attention, 

Caroline, possibly not; maybe it didn’t crop up, but in the last few months, we have actually 

disposed of two grace and favour flats.  Did you know that? 

 



 

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  Yes, I have read that. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Why didn’t you mention it?  Why didn’t you see fit -- 

 

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  Because that is for capital receipts.  I am talking about the revenue 

budget. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  What about a bit of acclaim for the Mayor for doing it? 

 

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  But will you commit to remove these other perks?  Certainly your 

new Deputy Mayor for Policing was very concerned to hear about them the other week. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am sure, reposing as I do every confidence in Stephen 

Greenhalgh, that he will sort it out and he will do whatever is reasonable and practicable to 

reduce waste in the police force. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  Will you instruct him to look at these areas because before you 

haven’t agreed with us that they are concerning?  Will you agree to instruct him to look at 

abolishing some of the senior officer perks? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I will certainly agree to instruct him to continue in the 

work that Kit [Malthouse] had already begun and he has produced already superb work, the sale 

of two grace and favour residences on which you have still failed to congratulate us.  Come on. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  I am out of time, Mayor.  Thank you. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Thank you, Assembly Member Pidgeon. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  You are just absolute mealy-mouthed, miserable … 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Thank you.  The final question for this session is question 1539 in 

the name of Assembly Member Tracey; Suburban Rail. 

 

1539/2012 - Suburban Rail 

Richard Tracey 

There has been some concern from those who commute into London that a TfL-run rail 

franchise might favour London at their expense.  Has TfL considered releasing some provisional 

timetables to assuage these fears and show rail users what a TfL-run rail service would look 

like? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes.  Actually, Dick, we have said quite a bit about this 

already this morning but I am not going to produce a timetable in advance just because that 

would -- negotiations, but what you certainly can take and what people in the peripheral areas 

around London can certainly take is that there would be an improvement, not a detriment, to 

their service.  Look at what we achieved with the over ground going to Watford; the orange 

liveried service, as it were; it is a fantastic service.  It is just about the best railway in the whole 



 

country; it has the best approval ratings, fantastic punctuality.  It is an example of what we 

intend to do and I think that people in Sevenoaks or Maidstone, or wherever, who are worried 

about the impact of what we are proposing really should have their fears completely allayed.  It 

will, if anything, lead to a substantial improvement, not damage to those services. 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  Yes; I understand what you say but I think it is places out of the South 

Eastern Rail, Tunbridge, Seven Oaks you mentioned, Maidstone, and so on, people there believe 

that their current fast trains into London, commuter trains, will be slowed down by having to 

stop at various stations within the Greater London boundary and I understand that TfL rail 

planners have already got the sort of sample timetables put out. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No.  We think we can do it by using existing spare 

capacity and without affecting those fast commuter trains and it would be a great, great win for 

London.  We need this integration between the over ground and the Underground.  We need a 

proper Metro style, turn up and go system in the whole of the London suburbs.  The most 

powerful part of the whole European economy, it has to be properly integrated and it will be a 

huge boost for London. 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  So what can this Assembly do -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Back the Mayor. 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  -- to further to improve your lobbying? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  What the Assembly can do is what it yearns to do 

secretly on almost every question; that is support me in calling for proper integration.  I know 

this is something that everybody really supports, so this is not a difficult one, folks, and I am 

sure we can work together on it. 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  Perhaps you should subject the Association of Train Operating 

Companies (ATOC), when you meet them, to a whole session with us, and then you might get 

some assistance. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I did have Caroline Pidgeon  and Val Shawcross once 

into my TOC summit.  It wasn’t the experience that I profited from much because they spent 

their time tweeting or twitting or whatever. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  I don’t believe I was on Twitter at that point. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It was an act of characteristic generosity by me which 

was unrewarded. 

 

Valerie Shawcross (AM):  Caroline [Pidgeon] and I were indeed invited to the TOC summit 

but we were suffered the indignity of not being allowed to ask a question or speak and our only 

outlet was to tweet. 

 



 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  OK.  Can we carry on with the question? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I’ve forgotten now, I am very sorry. 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  I have completed my question, madam, yes. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Assembly Member [James] Cleverly. 

 

James Cleverly (AM):  Thank you, Madam Chairman.  Mr Mayor, just really to ask you to 

reinforce your commitment to look seriously at the heavy rail network coming through the south 

of London and a little reminder that whilst the work on rail integration is important across 

London, through my constituency in south east London, it is especially important because not 

having the cheap network, my constituents are more heavily reliant on service rail than almost 

any form of transport. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Absolutely right and you, James, have done a fantastic 

job of making that point to me and to us over a long period and I think that is where one of the 

big wins could be.  The Greater Anglia and South Eastern are the two coming up at the moment 

and that is where we think progress is most possible immediately. 

 

James Cleverly (AM):  Thank you, Mr Mayor. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  OK, thank you.  Can I thank you, Mr Mayor, for your answers this 

morning?  Thank you. 

 

 


